
JOINT STATEMENT 
To Condemn The Royal Government Of Cambodia 

For Violations Of Human Rights, Rules Of Law, And Principles Of Democracy 

Cambodia Will Not Go Back to Year Zero 

  
The international community cannot once again sit idle as Cambodia descends into 

outright dictatorship. It is a moral travesty to allow authoritarianism and the 
illegitimate rise of another fascist regime go unchallenged. Cambodia’s democracy has 
been advancing at a one-step forward and two-step back pace following the 1993 U.N. 
supervised election and the 1997 bloody coup led by Hun Sen. Global partnerships, 
international relations and peaceful cooperation remains the stalwart medium to which 

we measure civil society’s accomplishments, as well as extending federation, but never 
at the price of fundamental rights and human decency. 
  
As free and concerned citizens, we make this appeal to both world governments and 
the business community. It is an appeal of extreme importance and urgency which will 

test our intolerance for villainy and injustice. Less we validate atrocities witnessed 
many times over through the course of human history, it is our hope these appeals are 
obligated to those who value laws, civility and human rights. 

  
1. We are appealing to the free world to take necessary actions to put pressures on 

the Royal Government of Cambodia to immediately release Kem Sokha, to 
assure the free and fair election, and to assure peaceful transition of power in the 
upcoming election 2018. 

2. We are asking of the United States government to swiftly utilize the Global 

Manitsky Act and impose all necessary sanctions and embargoes on the Hun 

Sen regime and their partners in addition to visa denial for ruling party 
members. The U.S. is Cambodia’s biggest trading partner, importing over US $2 
billion worth of goods last year (Global Witness, 2017). The Hun family has 
amassed millions through trade and investments to which America has been 
their benefactor for far too long. 



3. We are asking of Europe Union to follow suit as they are amongst the biggest 

foreign investors in Hun Sen’s Cambodia. Cambodia benefits from free trade 
with European Union  policy known as “Everything But Arms” (EBA), which 
provides tariff-free access to the common market for exporters from the world’s 
least-developed nations. Last year alone, Cambodia exported over 5 billion 
dollars, which favored to Hun family’s pocket million of dollars. “The EU sat 

back silently and continued to subsidize these criminal enterprises by granting 
them preferential access to the European market” — David Pred, Inclusive 

Development International 

4. We are appealing to Japan to suspend all aids to Cambodia. Japan has been very 

charitable with rebuilding Cambodia’s infrastructure and hold key projects such 
as a $209 million deep water port and request for $800 million sky train. 

5. We make a plea to the ASEAN trading bloc to suspend Cambodia’s membership 
in ASEAN. Prime Minister Hun Sen’s collusion with China threatens trade, 

security, peace and stability in the South China Sea. Such threats must be 
incapacitated for the sake of peaceful relations in the region. 

6. Our final plea is on behalf of the nearly 1 million Cambodians displaced and 
made homeless through illegal land grabbing committed by Prime Minister Hun 

Sen and his ruling elites. Most recently his daughter, Hun Mana, forced 400 
families off their land for her rubber plantation. For these crimes against 
humanity, we ask the International Criminal Court to expedite their 
investigations and officially charge Prime Minister Hun Sen for his complicity 
with human rights violations. 

  
Since the 1991 Paris Peace Accord, the West has invested billions into Cambodia, 
seeding with hope that a country once enduring the worst human atrocity of modern 
history would progress into a great world accomplishment. Such hope is left wanting 
and fruitless as Prime Minister Hun Sen and his ruling CPP party has committed 

themselves to crushing dissenting opinion and peaceful opposition. First with the exile 
of Sam Rainsy and followed by banishment of free media, then the night time 
warrantless arrest of Kem Sokha. Now grievances and reprieve are befallen on those 



who care to champion justice. It is incumbent upon us as free and concerned citizens to 

challenge this tyranny. Cambodia will not go back to Year Zero. 
 
Done on September 15th, 2017 

  
    ________________________________ ________________________________
Vibol Touch  MP Hong Lim 
President Member for Clarinda, Australia 
Cambodia-America Alliance   Parliamentary Secretary for   
Based in U.S.A     Multicultural Affairs and Asia Engagement 

    ______________________________ ______________________________
Men Nath  Pang Sokheoun 
Representative  Representative 
Cambodian Watchdog Council  Cambodian Watchdog Council 
Based in Norway  Based in Sweden 

    ______________________________ ______________________________
Heoun Voeuk  Tung Yap 
President  President 
Khmer Voice of Democracy  Cambodian Americans for Human Rights 
Based in U.SA.  and Democracy, Based in U.S.A 

 
    ______________________________ ______________________________
Virak Mann  NaPandita TK Rithipol, 
Representative  Founder and Chairman 
Based in New Zealand   OMNI International/inc. based in USA 

    ______________________________ ______________________________
François-Paul YUN   
Director   
ASSOCIATION SOLIDARITÉ KHMÈRE   
Based in France  


